ropean Jews,
IrOcious crimes
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The “defe
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Stanley
1gram

Mi

wanted to

determine
extent to
which...

Stanley Milgram



yo

...people
would follow
the orders of

perceived
authority
figures.

Stanley Miigra,m
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Americans would never
behave like that.

Milgram was determined
to find out.



Milgram’s
Obedience

study
(1963)

“omonumental
contribution to
science”

“dangerous,
dehumanizing
and unethical
research”

Two extreme opinions - where do you stand?



Obedience

OK, OK...

Performing a
behaviour in
response to an
order given by
someone in a
position of
POWeEr or
authority



-y

Kot
0l ~

Imygine that Yyou nure in
Milgrmm 8 EXperiment...

Yhale 18§ your brsic
Prestigious 1nstiguplon.
You know, turrets,
towers, old brick, green
lswns. Wow, you
think.

* YOu volunteer to
be part of a study
on learning and
punishment.

* YOU report to
Yale University,
where the
experiment is
taking place.



Milgram’s
experiment

* YOu are greeted by an
authoritative-looking
man in a grey lab coat.

You imagine with a kind of
awe that such a man would
never suggest anything
illegal, immoral or shabby.

Power Symbpol



...you and

In what
appears to be

<+
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=}
SIS
Lo e
3 %
>y er

a random
occurrence,...

are assigned
roles.
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CONFEDERATE
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The
learner is
seated in
another
room.

Experimenter

Electrodes
are

attached Teacher

to his
hands in

your
presence.

You, the , are asked
to “punish” the learner with

increasingly painful electric shocks
whenever he makes a mistake.




L earner

Experimenter

The experimenter
informs you that

the shocks will be

pain:

ul but will

cause no tissue
damasge.

Teacher







L

el



At 300 volts, the
learner begins to
pound on the wall.

&. @.@‘ Y XTYY

Frould stop giving the learner
shocks, he tells you firmly,

“It is absolutely essential that
you continue.”






the participants
groaned,
sweated, begged
to be allowed to
stop, stuttered,
trembled and bit
their lips,...

but they Still:

i \ \




right
until the
450 volt

level.




¢ 0.12%

Psychiatrists o
predicted that O. 12%
of participants would
obey to the 4350 volt
level.

e 2% The general

public predicted that
2% would obey.

® of actual

participants obeyed
to the 430 volt level
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Milgram was |
f .Hehad } =
! never expectedto |
obtain these |
1 results. 3

He set out to identify
the factors that
would this
dangerous tendency
to obey...

e



Milgram’s Comments on

“The essence of obedience is
that a person comes to view
himself ass the instrument for
carrying out another person’s
wishes, and he therefore no
longer regards himself as
responsible for his actions.”



onclusion

Milgram concluded that
if the situational pressures and
circumstances are right, anyone might
obey orders to inflict harm on innocent
strangers.




)
Learner ﬁ

A=
5 1 Experimenter }
 _J ]

iy ,
I M | Teacher 5

The results are distressing and disheartening,
but perhaps they explain to some degree...

The experiment has been ’
replicated many times. |

e why people are sometimes coerced into
acting against their morals and values



o
e %

pedience

The factor that most reduced the
obedience of the participants, when
Milgram restaged the experiment and

changed some of the conditions...




o Re ducing'Obedience

;| ..was having a «< ! in the room with the
partlclpant. The rebel would refuse to obey

: ” the authority fisure. The participant, seeing
~ the courage and determination of the rebel,
also refused to obey.










